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Can You "Pay it Forward"? Will You
Match Bernie's "Mittens Fund"?
Over the past year, TOGETHER, we have made a difference in the lives of those in
our communities. Although, hopefully, the worst may be behind us, many of our
neighbors are still struggling to overcome the effects of the pandemic. Will you help
us continue to support those who are still deeply impacted by the hardships it
caused?
You can do this by supporting our "Match the Mittens Fund" campaign.
This spring, despite vaccinations, some school re-openings, and extensive federallyfunded supports providing some relief to the most horrific health crisis in 100 years,
our relatives, friends, and neighbors continue to suffer. Of course, the causes
and effects of poverty that are the core of SEVCA's mission long pre-date this oncein-a-lifetime event, but it greatly exacerbated and broadened those effects. The
Mittens Fund provides a unique opportunity for SEVCA to enhance and expand
services and to support our long-term capacity to effectively reduce and eliminate
these and other future hardships in our communities.
Will you support SEVCA as we continue to serve those impacted by this
dreadful emergency on top of so many other hardships suffered by
Vermonters?
Your support in so many ways has provided essential lifelines that have helped us to
help people weather the storm caused by this crisis. And that help is still badly
needed.
Your matching gift to SEVCA's Mittens Fund will support the continuation and further
development of effective programs to address the long-term effects of the pandemic
for those who have not weathered the storm as well as others, and it will provide
SEVCA with essential flexible funding to support the continued development of
initiatives that maintain and increase our capacity to meet people's needs and
improve their lives.

One creative way to "Match the Mittens Fund" to provide that help, for those of you
who are able to do it, is to "pay it forward" with all or part of your Covid stimulus
payment if you don't need it to cover your basic needs. But however you're able to
do it, and at whatever level you can afford to contribute, your matching gift will be
extremely timely, very effective, and greatly appreciated.
Gratefully,

Steve Geller
Executive Director

Donate HERE today!

Strawberries!

This May 49 Head Start families learned how to plant container
strawberries. Container bags, soil and eight plants each were graciously donated. This
project gave families the opportunity to work together planting so that later on they can
enjoy a bountiful harvest. Leianny (pictured left) can't wait to pick her very own
strawberries!

SEVCA Windsor County Head Start is Recruiting
Children for the 2021-2022 Program Year!
Head Start is a federally funded preschool program that is offered at no cost to

families that meet the eligibility requirements.
We offer comprehensive services for children and families regarding health, nutrition,
education, and parent engagement.
Children and families are connected to:
Medical & dental homes
Healthy meals & snacks
Services for children & families with disabilities
Services for non-English speaking families
Access to indoor and outdoor play in a safe environment
"Hands on" curriculum; learning through play
Hearing & vision screens for enrolled children
Head Start focuses on the individual needs of each child and their family.
If you have a child that will turn 3 years old by September 1st please contact one
of our Family Partners to schedule a time to complete an application for
enrollment into one of our Head Start centers. We have five classrooms located in
Chester, Springfield, Windsor and White River Junction. Please call 800-464-9951, dial
9 for staff directory, and enter the name of the Family Partner in the area closet to the
town you live in:
Katie Murphy- Chester
Lindsay DeCell- Springfield
Jen Tucker- Windsor/White River Junction
Chester Community Preschool has moved to a new location this fall. We
purchased a new building for our Head Start program and are thrilled that we opened
in the fall at the new location. We have done a virtual open house, as we are not able
to have parents in our buildings due to the pandemic, but we look forward to the day
when we can invite everyone in to see this beautiful space! We love it!

Stable Housing is a Human Right
SEVCA is partnering with the state to ensure
housing stability for Vermonters by assisting with
applications for the VT Emergency Rental
Assistance Program (VERAP). This program
provides payments toward rent, back rent, and
utilities, to help renters cope with the financial
challenges of the COVID-19 pandemic.
Households with an income at or below 80% of
their area's median income may be eligible. For
more information, please visit erap.vsha.org
Please contact your local SEVCA Family Services
Department to speak with someone about the
program, eligibility, and for assistance completing
an application. You may call 800-464-9951, dial 2

for Family Services, and listen for options to be
connected to your local office.

Mortgage support is available for eligible Vermonters.
The VT COVID Emergency Mortgage Assistance Program grants up to 12
months of missed mortgage payments. The Vermont Housing Finance Agency
began accepting applications on May 3, 2021. For more information, please
visit www.vhfa.org.

[Westminster, VT] - On Thursday April 29, Vermont Everyone Eats (VEE), a community
driven COVID-19 response program administered by SEVCA, celebrated one million
restaurant meals served to Vermonters experiencing food insecurity. Vermont
Everyone Eats has been developed through innovative cross-sector, public-private
partnerships and the program design draws on many of Vermont's strengths. It puts
Vermont's independent restaurants and robust local food system at the center of
feeding their communities. Over 200 Vermont restaurants have contributed to the one
million meals, which have contained over $1 million of Vermont produced ingredients.
Press release from the Office of Governor Phil Scott available here.
For more information, please visit www.vteveryoneeats.org or contact vee@sevca.org.

EMBRACE Program Continues to Support
Micro Business in VT

Steventon Electric - EMBRACE Grant Recipient

The Economic Micro Business Recovery
Assistance for the COVID-19 Epidemic
(EMBRACE) Program will be opening a new grant
application round as early as July 1, 2021, with all
grants set at a $5,000 amount.
In 2020, 69 businesses in Windham and Windsor
Counties received EMBRACE funding for business
losses due to the pandemic. In total, those businesses
received nearly $325,000 to help them through an
extremely difficult year. These funds helped
businesses to make investments to keep their
customers safe and operate remotely. They also
enabled them to make planned business
improvements so that when stay home orders were
lifted, they could open with greater capacity to meet
customer needs.

SuSu Healing Collective EMBRACE Grant Recipient

Businesses must have been negatively impacted
between 12/31/20 and 7/1/21 to be eligible.
Additionally, there are income, business type, and
state registration conditions necessary to apply.
The current goal is to open Stage 1 applications on
July 1, 2021 to businesses that have not previously
received EMBRACE funds. Stage 2 would begin
August 1 and be open to previous grant recipients.
Stage 3 is planned to open mid-August and sets aside
$300,000 statewide for up to 60 start-up businesses
for owners who became unemployed due to the
pandemic. For information, please email Glen Ohlund:
gohlund@sevca.org.

Tanglebloom - EMBRACE
Grant Recipient

What's New in Economic Development?
We are pleased to welcome our new Economic Development Director, Glen
Ohlund, who comes to us with almost 30 years of experience in business assistance
and human capital development.
Glen will be overseeing an array of Economic Development programming at SEVCA,
and emphasizes the important role micro business assistance plays in the
department's work, "The majority of new jobs created in this country are generated by
small business. According to the Small Business Administration (SBA), more than 85%
of new jobs created in Vermont were at businesses with less than twenty employees.
Obviously, the pandemic has disrupted employment in a profound way." The summary
of services outlined below demonstrates our plan to help individuals and businesses to
emerge from this period on firm ground. These programs are focused on assisting
those most in need, so income guidelines do apply. If you have questions about
eligibility, please reach out to the listed program staff.
1) Financial Fitness Classes - This four-part program, which covers budgeting,
avoiding predatory lenders, and developing plans, will give you the tools and training to
be on more stable financial footing. For more information on classes and scheduling,
visit here or contact Diane Heileman: dheileman@sevca.org.
2) Vermont Matched Savings (VMS) Program - This program provides 2:1 matching
funds for individuals that are saving for a variety of wealth-generating items that
include: home purchase or repair; education and training; car purchase or repair; and
business startup or expansion. Participants develop an approved savings plan and if
they save up to $1,000 of their own earned income over a two-year period, these
savings are matched, enabling them to have $3,000 to apply to their stated
expenditure. For more information contact Sue Dillon: sdillon@sevca.org.
3) Micro Business Development Program (MBDP) - Whether you need help
thinking through a new business concept or growing an existing business, SEVCA can
help! Services offered include: business plans, finding resources such as grant funds,
and learning skills such as financial recordkeeping in QuickBooks. For more
information contact Glen Ohlund: gohlund@sevca.org.
4) Ready for Work - This offering prepares participants for re-entry into the
workforce. During the pandemic, we were limited by the nature of the personalized
training offered, but hope to begin these in-person classes sometime this summer. For
more information contact Glen Ohlund: gohlund@sevca.org.

"Think Spring" with the Good Buy Thrift Stores
It's been a long year for all of us, so let's put a
positive spin on everything around us and look
forward to enjoying warm spring and summer

days with family and friends.
Our Good Buy Thrift Stores have shorts, capris,
bathing suits, summer dresses and skirts, all in
bright colors that enhance happiness.
Stop by any one of our three thrift stores located
in Hartford, Springfield and Bellows Falls. You
are sure to find something that pleases you!

Good Buy Thrift Store Hours - Stop by Today!
Hartford

Monday - Friday

10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Springfield

Monday - Saturday

10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Bellows Falls

Monday - Saturday

10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

SEVCA Offers NO COST Weatherization Services for
Homes, Apartments or Mobile Homes
Whether You Own or Rent
Applications currently being accepted for services to be offered this year
SEVCA currently has openings for no cost weatherization services and is accepting
applications. Some applicants will receive services this year. We provide complete
weatherization services, from energy education to weatherization and energy retrofits.
These free upgrades save money and help ensure a warm, comfortable, and safe
home. Our expert staff can help you to improve your home's performance by offering:
*
Home Energy Audits performed by a highly trained Energy Efficiency Auditor
who will conduct a comprehensive home audit to determine what we can do to improve
energy efficiency in the home.
*
A comprehensive plan to weatherize your home that includes air sealing,
insulating, duct sealing, improving heating and cooling systems, minor repairs and
health and safety improvements.
*
Energy efficiency upgrades on electric water heaters, lighting and old
appliances through our partnership with Efficiency Vermont.
These services are available to Vermonters who meet income eligibility guidelines.
Homeowners and renters, including those in apartments and mobile homes are able to
access this program. All household sizes may apply. For example, eligibility for a
household of two is about $50,000 per year and a household of four may be eligible
with an income of about $63,000. Don't hesitate to call as our program staff can help
you to determine eligibility. More information about income eligibility is also available on

our website. Services result in:
*
*
*
*

Lower heating bills,
Increased comfort in the home,
Increased health and safety, and
Smaller carbon footprint and impact on the environment.

For more information about the program, please visit SEVCA's no cost
weatherization webpage or contact Tawny Staskunas: tstaskunas@sevca.org or 800464-9951 and dial 1 for Weatherization.

Westminster was Teaming with Wildlife this Winter

Bobcat Photo - Taken By Vic Baisley

3SquaresVT: A Ripple Effect of Good
Since the beginning of the COVID-19 pandemic, 1 in 3 Vermont residents has
experienced hardships buying groceries. 3SquaresVT, known nationally as
SNAP, provides monthly monetary benefits that help Vermont residents stretch
their food budgets, ensuring everyone has enough nourishing food to eat. If you
meet income eligibility requirements, you will receive monthly benefits on a

Vermont EBT card that can be used at many
locations where you shop for groceries, including
local retailers, convenience stores, and farmers
markets. Every time you buy groceries with
3SquaresVT, you not only put nourishing food on
your plate, but that money also goes to support
the businesses and local retailers that sell food
and local farmers who produce it. When more eligible
Vermont residents use 3SquaresVT, our community grows stronger and healthier.
Did you know that you can use 3SquaresVT benefits to grow your garden?
What a great family project, a fun and educational way to get children involved.
3SquaresVT benefits can buy seeds and starter plants to grow fruit and
vegetables.
To learn more about how you can benefit from 3SquaresVT, visit
vermontfoodhelp.com. Please call SEVCA for an application or for help applying:
800-464-9951, dial 2 for Family Services, and listen for options to be connected to
your local office.

Broadband and Device
Benefits Available
For eligible households, the Emergency Broadband
Benefit provides a discount of up to $50 per
month toward broadband service as well as a onetime discount of up to $100 to purchase a device
from participating providers if they contribute toward
the purchase price.
To find participating providers and learn more about
this benefit and eligibility requirements, visit
getemergencybroadband.org.

Board of Directors News
We are pleased to welcome two new officers to the Board of Directors:
Brandi Garcia of Chester, appointed in December
Tarra Neff of Bellows Falls, elected in March
We are grateful for their service to our community in this capacity and look
forward to the ways their skills and interests will strengthen SEVCA and help
guide us into the future.
For more information about our Board of Directors, please visit here.

Upcoming Client Satisfaction Survey
SEVCA will soon be sending out Client Satisfaction Surveys to:
1) learn how to better serve and support the community; and
2) understand the impact of SEVCA's programming.
Look out for a survey coming this June! We look forward to hearing from you!

Chipping Away at Poverty
Annual Golf Tournament
Postponed Until 2022
SEVCA's annual golf tournament is postponed until
2022.
As our neighbors continue to experience increased
need for support, we have determined that SEVCA
must dedicate all of our resources to providing direct
services to our community.
If you are you a golfer or community member who
would like to volunteer for this event next year, send
us a message! Volunteer inquiries can be sent to
Carolyn, Director of Planning and
Development: csweet@sevca.org.
If the tournament makes up a portion of your annual
gift, please consider donating to SEVCA here.

Brattleboro Hannaford Helps Reusable Bag Program
Benefitting SEVCA in July

We are excited to share that SEVCA has been selected to be a part of the Hannaford
Helps Reusable Bag Program, which is designed to make it easy for customers to
contribute to their local community while supporting the environment.
For the month of July, each time a $2.50 reusable Fight Hunger Bag is
purchased at the Hannaford located at 896 Putney Road Unit 5 in Brattleboro,
$1 will be donated to SEVCA. Shoppers can also support SEVCA by purchasing a
reusable Fight Hunger Bag online via Hannaford-To-Go.
Help us spread the word! The more people who learn about the program and
purchase the Fight Hunger Bag during the month of July, the more money we will
raise.
To learn more about this program, please visit
hannaford.bags4mycause.com.

SEVCA Retirements
SEVCA offers a SHOUT OUT of thanks
and sends well wishes to staff who are retiring this year!
Thank you to Linda Brooks for 31 years of service.
Thank you for Denise Mason for 19 years of service.
Thank you to Harold 'Hap' O'Brien for 30 years of service.
Thank you to Ellen Paquette for 21 years of service.
May you find joy in all of the years to come!

New Hires
We would like to welcome the following new
staff members to the SEVCA team:
Kelsea Burch - Administrative Coordinator, VT Everyone Eats and
Communications & Development Assistant
Mary Gianini - Sales Clerk, Springfield Thrift Store
Diane Graffin - Receptionist/Administrative Assistant
Gertrude Luce - Sales Clerk, Hartford Thrift Store
Fran Lynggaard Hansen - Practice-based Coach/Child Development
Support Specialist, Head Start
Glen Ohlund - Economic Development Program Director
Peter Pugh - Crew Technician, Weatherization
Tammie Putnam - Executive Assistant

SEVCA Service Awards
We thank the following SEVCA staff members for their
dedication and service to our community:

Thomas Franklin - Weatherization
Jonathan Haumann - Weatherization
John Hyslop - Weatherization
Larissa Jordan - Head Start
Denise Kingsbury - Head Start
Elizabeth Meuse - Family Services
Kathryn Murphy - Head Start

Lori Canfield - Head Start
Steve Geller - Administration

Jodie Peebles - Head Start
Wendy Smith - Thrift Stores

Peter Bilodeau - Weatherization
Ann Pacific - Thrift Stores

Jane Skubel - Administration

Harold "Hap" O'Brien - Weatherization

SEVCA is Hiring!
We'd love to have you join the SEVCA team! Available positions and application
materials are available at www.sevca.org/employment.
SEVCA is an Equal Opportunity / Affirmative Action (EOE/AA) Employer. Women,
minorities, people with disabilities, and veterans are encouraged to apply.

The mission of Southeastern Vermont Community Action (SEVCA) is to
empower and partner with individuals and communities to alleviate the
hardships of poverty, to provide opportunities to thrive, and to eliminate
root causes of poverty in southeastern Vermont.

Stay Connected

